Volunteer Opportunities - Holiday Parade

Below you will find descriptions of the various opportunities available for volunteers interested in participating in the 2010 Christmas Parade presented by Saint Mary Academy. We are so excited to have been given the opportunity to produce this beloved Dover tradition – what a wonderful testament to SMA as it shows the trust and respect the people within the community have in our school as a whole. We are fortunate that members from both the Dover Chamber of Commerce as well as the Dover Elks have offered to help us out this year and show us the ropes.  Producing this parade will give St. Mary Academy a new role within the community and showcase our ability to give back as a school to the many organizations that support us. 
Volunteering for this means less meetings and not as overwhelming as you might think! We’ve outlined the areas of need and the descriptions below so you can get a better idea of where you could help out. We encourage you to ask your family and friends if they would be willing to come and work the event with you. This is only for a few hours on one day and it’s a really great time. If you aren't available for the day of the parade there are a few jobs that can be done ahead of time. And remember, all of the time you commit to this project will count toward your 10 hours of community service.

 We hope you are all as excited as we are. Our goal is to unite our school with the community and make this the best parade Dover has ever seen. Let's fill our hearts with the spirit of Christmas and join together to have a wonderful time.

Parade Volunteer Descriptions
· Parade Security: These people can be regular parade attendees, SMA families or friends, willing to keep lookout for anything odd or against the rules while watching the parade in town. Very easy.

· Parade Set-Up: Help organize the floats and the route. Also handle award banners to be sure they are in their proper place. 25 people needed for this. This is a lot of fun and a great way to get your friends and family involved with you as well as meeting so many new people.

· Public Relations Volunteers: 5 or so people to hang posters throughout Dover as well as parts of Somersworth and Rollinsford. This would be done the beginning of November. Great for people who are not available the weekend of the parade.

· Side Street Patrol: 10 people for this job. We will need 1 person at each end of the closed off streets to be sure NO cars enter. These volunteers should not be afraid to speak up.

· Parking Notice Volunteers: We need people who are willing to put parking slips at all the resident’s houses on the streets that are closed off for the parade. This will be done the Friday and Saturday before the parade and is the perfect job for a family. One person can drive the car while all the others hop out and run to the various houses.

· Kid Safety Volunteers: 10 people desired for this project. These volunteers main focus will be to keep the children safe as they are dropped off by parents and escorted to their float area. 

· Banner Carriers: We are looking for about 45 6th-8th graders to carry all the banners for the parade. We would love to have them dressed in St. Mary attire such as a sweatshirt or fleece.

· Food Donation Volunteers: 1 or 2 people to see if we can get food donated for the various meals and snacks of the day for all of our wonderful volunteers.
I’m interested now what?: Let one of the co-chairs know where you are interested in helping out and we’ll let you know what the next steps are. Contact Stephanie Bolduc or Meaghan Puglisi at either doverholidayparade@gmail.com.
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