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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAINT MARY ACADEMY ALUM AND AUTHOR TEACHES 1ST AND 2ND GRADE CLASSES THE ART OF WRITING A CHILDREN’S BOOK
June 1, 2010 — Local author of children’s books, David S. Rawding, graduate of Saint Mary Academy (SMA) gave back today to his alma mater by reading to the 1st and 2nd grade classes at SMA, and visiting his former teachers Sue Cronholm and Lois Pinsince. 

Rawding read his book “Lucas the Traveling Crab” to the students and shared with them his vision for the book and the process of creating it from start to finish. He gave them a first-hand look at how an author prepares concepts for writing a book, choosing characters, typing and re-typing pages of documents and how it becomes a sellable piece of art.  

For the SMA teachers, it was a very special day to see their former student teaching their class about reading and writing, a subject near and dear to their hearts. “It’s such a joy to see your students again and the paths they’ve chosen years after you’ve taught them,” said Cronholm. As a first-grade teacher Cronholm’s core teachings are heavily focused on reading and writing in order to prepare students for properly comprehending the subject matter ahead. Cronholm added that having David come back to their class and teach directly to the students about how to write a children’s book gave them a first-hand lesson in how reading and writing is more than a school subject, for some it can be a lifelong passion and career. 

Rawding grew up in Dover, NH and in 2008 achieved a BA in English from UNH and is currently a SNHU MFA Fiction Writing graduate student.  “Lucas the Traveling Crab” is his first children’s book whose inspiration was created through Rawding’s memories of playing among the tide pools of the Seacoast.  Continuing the SMA philosophy of giving back to your community even after graduation, Rawding will donate a portion of the proceeds from his book sales to programs that support “at-risk youth.” Information about the book can be found at www.lucasthecrab.com. 
About Saint Mary Academy (SMA)

Saint Mary Academy is a private, Catholic elementary school, located in Dover, NH, and serves more than 400 students from across the Seacoast. They are accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and are builders of quality students from Pre-K through 8th grade since 1883, in an atmosphere of peace, justice and love. For more information, please visit the school’s Web site at www.saintmaryacademy.org. 
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