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SAINT MARY ACADEMY WINS AWARD FOR INNOVATIONS IN EDUCATION
School Considered Top Catholic School of America
February 19, 2010 — Saint Mary Academy in Dover, NH has been chosen as the recipient of the 2010 Catholic Schools for Tomorrow award and is among only 12 other Catholic schools across America, including both elementary and high school Catholic schools, to win this award.  Saint Mary Academy won in the category of innovation in total community involvement for their production of the Dover holiday parade.

Each year, Today’s Catholic Teacher magazine awards Catholic schools across America with this prestigious award, honoring schools that have led the way by implementing exemplary innovative programs to improve the teaching and learning of their students, faculty, and staff.  “While the parade itself is not a new concept, it is innovative for a Catholic school to pursue the production of such a massive event,” said Bobi White, principal of Saint Mary Academy. “We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from our community and we are very excited about winning this award because it will have a significant impact on our school for the future.”

Meaghan Puglisi, director of development for SMA and parade co-chair, agreed with White saying that the school recognizes and appreciates the history of parade planners for this event prior to our school taking over the reigns of solely producing the parade. “We are grateful to our predecessors and to our dedicated volunteer core and while it wasn’t a novel concept to our city,” commented Puglisi, “in the realm of Catholic Schools however, producing this type of event really was.”  
The award was given to schools that made significant strides through school projects in the area of marketing your school, reconstructing or merging schools, promoting Catholic identity, curriculum and instruction, technology, and total community involvement (including fundraising). “For us as we embark on plans to celebrate our centennial anniversary, reconnecting our ties to the community has never been so important,” said White. “For our 
families, this event not only connected them to the community in which they live, but it’s strengthening our community at school as well. Next year, we are going to be planning even more ways for families to have a greater impact in the parade only enhancing the overall event.” Winning schools are featured in a special section in the March issue of Today's Catholic Teacher and honored at an awards presentation banquet during the NCEA Convention in Minneapolis on April 7, 2010. 
“Taking over the parade became an opportunity to re-energize the spirit of our school community, internally, to give them a new school-wide event that every person could participate in without spending any money - a chance to volunteer and be a direct part of this rich Dover tradition, said Puglisi.”  After the parade was finished Puglisi read in Foster’s that parade watchers were pleased with the outcome and embraced the school’s efforts. “People were also happy to see more family-friendly and spiritual floats in the parade and less commercialism, a true testament to the theme that inspired the parade, Simple Gifts. They were also grateful the parade was dedicated to the memory of Dover’s greatest community figure, Robert H. Foster,” said Puglisi, “It was nice to know this city and its residents supported us, maybe that’s what the judges were impressed with, I know as a school we certainly were.” White added that this award gives us tangible proof that sometimes a little faith is all you need to branch out and challenge yourself. “This event was a challenge for our school but we embraced the task and we’ve received the ultimate gift in return,” said White. “It was a lesson in broadening our horizon, 2010 is sure to open the eyes of many,” said White. “Perhaps we’re not the Catholic school they think we are; in fact, we’re much, much more.”
About Saint Mary Academy (SMA)
Saint Mary Academy is a private, Catholic elementary school, located in Dover, NH, and serves more than 400 students from across the Seacoast. They are accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and are builders of quality students from Pre-K through 8th grade since 1883, in an atmosphere of peace, justice and love. For more information, please visit the school’s Web site at www.saintmaryacademy.org. 
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